
City of Arvada 

NOTICE 
A Public Meeting of the Arvada City Council will be held at 6:00 p.m. 
on the 23rd of March, 2020 in the City Council Chambers at City Hall, 
8101 Ralston Road.  An agenda or agenda information, if available, is 
attached hereto.  
 
 
Date posted: March 20, 2020 
Time posted: 5:00 p.m. 

 Kristen R. Rush   
    Kristen R. Rush 

City Clerk/Recording Secretary 
 
Due to the spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19), the City has 
closed all facilities, including City Hall, to the public. This decision was 
made based on the advice of experts on a national, state and county 
level to protect the health and welfare of Arvada’s public, visitors, City 
Council and City staff.  In light of the City facility closure, members of 
the public will be unable to attend the March 23, 2020, City Council 
meeting in person. As usual, members of the public may watch the 
live broadcast of the City Council meeting on Comcast channels 8 
and 880. People can also access a live stream of the meeting by 
visiting https://arvada.org/live-stream. If any member of the public 
wishes to submit a comment regarding the item on the agenda for 
March 23, 2020, they may submit comments in writing via email 
to City Clerk Kristen Rush at kristen@arvada.org. Comments must be 
received no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday, March 23, 2020. All 
timely comments submitted will be presented to the Mayor and City 
Council, and, if requested, read aloud at the meeting. Please contact 
Kristen Rush with any questions about this alternative method of 
public participation at 720-898-7546.   
 
IF YOU NEED ANY SPECIAL SERVICES, ASSISTANCE, OR 
ACCOMMODATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT THE CITY OF ARVADA BY CALLING 
KIM VAGHER, 720-898-7681. 

https://arvada.org/live-stream
mailto:krush@arvada.org


City of Arvada
City Council Agenda

MARCH 23, 2020
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Regular Business
Due to the spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID19), the City has closed 
all facilities, including City Hall, to the public. This decision was made based 
on the advice of experts on a national, state and county level to protect the 
health and welfare of Arvada’s public, visitors, City Council and City staff.  
In light of the City facility closure, members of the public will be unable to 
attend the March 23, 2020, City Council meeting in person. As usual, 
members of the public may watch the live broadcast of the City Council 
meeting on Comcast channels 8 and 880. People can also access a live stream 
of the meeting by visiting https://arvada.org/livestream. If any member of 
the public wishes to submit a comment regarding the item on the agenda for 
March 23, 2020, they may submit comments in writing via email to City 
Clerk Kristen Rush at kristen@arvada.org. Comments must be received no 
later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday, March 23, 2020. All timely comments 
submitted will be presented to the Mayor and City Council, and, if 
requested, read aloud at the meeting. Please contact Kristen Rush with any 
questions about this alternative method of public participation at 720898
7546.  

Councilmembers:
Marc Williams, Mayor
Dot Miller, Mayor ProTem
Bob Fifer, At large
Nancy Ford, District 1
David Jones, District 4
John Marriott, District 3
Lauren Simpson, District 2 

Staff Members Usually Present:
Mark Deven, City Manager
Lorie Gillis, Deputy City Manager
Rachel Morris, City Attorney
Don Wick, Director of Public Works
Sharon Israel, Director of Utilities
Ryan Stachelski, Dir. of Community & Economic Development 
Bryan Archer, Director of Finance
Rob Smetana, Manager of City Planning & Development
Ben Irwin, Chief Communications Manager
Kristen Rush, City Clerk 

Info: 7208987550

THIRD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

5:00 P.M. 

Legal Advice, Pursuant to CRS 246402(4)(b) Related to the Transit Hub
Instructions to Negotiators, Pursuant to CRS 246402(4)(e) Related to Public Health Initiative 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING  CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
6:00 PM

   

1. Call to Order  6:00 PM

broome
Highlight



   

2. New Business
  A. Resolutions

 
1. R20031 A Resolution Authorizing an Extension of the Effective Date of the City 

Manager's Declaration of Emergency Relating to the Novel Coronavirus (COVID19) and 
the Associated Public Health Crisis

   

3. Adjournment



REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL
RESOLUTION 

AGENDA ITEM
2.A.1. 

  

TO:  THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL   DATE:  March 23, 2020
   

SUBJECT:  R20-031 A Resolution Authorizing an Extension of the Effective Date of the City Manager's 
Declaration of Emergency Relating to the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) and the Associated Public Health 
Crisis
 
Report in Brief
 

The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has grown rapidly over the past few weeks, creating a major public health crisis 
on a national and international scale. President Donald Trump has declared a national state of emergency, and Governor Jared 
Polis has done the same for the State of Colorado. Many cities in the Denver metropolitan area have declared a state of 
emergency as well. 

The growing public health crisis caused by the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) has had major implications for the City of 
Arvada, including but not limited to decreased availability of employees to conduct City business, closure of City facilities, 
pressures on the Arvada Police Department to respond increased levels of calls for service with fewer available employees, and 
the decreased ability to safely conduct City Council meetings, to name a few. To complicate matters further, the threat created 
by the novel coronavirus has grown exponentially at an incredibly rapid pace, creating the need for quick action on the part of 
the City to protect its citizens and employees and to continue to offer critical services such as law enforcement and water 
treatment and delivery.

The conditions described herein caused the City Manager to declare an emergency. The City Code requires the City Manager 
review the Emergency Declaration with the City Council within seven days or as soon as a quorum of the City Council can be 
assembled. Based on the circumstances associated with the public health crisis, the soonest the City Council could be 
assembled to review the Emergency Declaration and consider a request to authorize an extension was March 23, 2020. 

Following review of the current public health crisis, the City Manager is requesting Council approval to extend the Emergency 
Declaration through April 6, 2020.  

The Arvada team recommends that the City Council approve R20-031, A Resolution Authorizing an Extension of the Effective 
Date of the City Manager's Declaration of Emergency Relating to the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) and the Associated 
Public Health Crisis. 
 

Financial Impact
 

There is no financial impact associated with the recommended action. The financial impact associated with the public health 
crisis is being tracked by the Finance Department. Arvada team members will provide the City Council and the Arvada 
community with the costs of the City's response to the public health crisis as soon as possible in the future.    
 

Background
 

On March 13, 2020, upon determining that the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) created a public health crisis necessitating 
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emergency action, City Manager Mark Deven utilized the authority to declare an emergency pursuant to Sec. 26-34 of the 
Arvada City Code. The Emergency Declaration was later revised to correct a minor error on March 16, 2020.

Section 26-36 of the Arvada City Code provides that any emergency declaration made by the City Manager will be in effect 
for a period of seven days. Thereafter, upon request of the City Manager, the emergency declaration may be extended upon 
the approval of City Council. Based on the current state of the pandemic, the City Manager has requested that City Council 
extend the effective date of the emergency declaration through April 6, 2020. 

Although the Emergency Declaration would otherwise have expired on March 20, 2020, Section 26-36 of the Arvada City 
Code states that the effective date of the Emergency Declaration will be extended beyond seven days until a quorum of City 
Council can be assembled to vote on the request. Since it was not feasible to assemble a quorum of City Council until March 
23, 2020 to vote on the City Manager's request to extend the Emergency Declaration, the plain language of Section 26-36 
requires that the effective date of the Emergency Declaration be extended from March 20, 2020 through March 23, 2020 
when City Council is able to vote on the matter. 

The City Manager has, and will continue to, record any use of the powers authorized under Section 26-28 of the Arvada City 
Code. City Council will be regularly informed of all such action as soon as practical under the circumstances. 
 

Discussion
 

In association with the Emergency Declaration, the following high level actions have been authorized by the City Manager:

 Opened the Emergency Operations Center;
 Cancelled all public events;
 Closed all City facilities, including City Hall and the Municipal Court, to the public;
 Cancelled all public meetings, including City Council meetings, until further notice;
 Implemented remote work for employees, as feasible;
 For employees that cannot work remotely, implemented social distancing and related health protocols;
 Authorized leave policies for employees who cannot work remotely and/or may be ill or absent to care for a family 

member;
 Initiated actions with the business community to address economic impacts;
 Developed key internal and external messages to keep all community and employees informed;
 Authorized an Intergovernmental Agreement with other public utilities service providers in association with CoWARN 

in order to provide and receive mutual assistance for utilities services; and
 Authorized an agreement for child care services as needed for Arvada Police officers so they can work their assigned 

shifts.

The City Council has received notification regarding these actions either during the course of implementation or shortly after 
implementation. By allowing these actions to proceed under the Emergency Declaration, the City team is able to respond 
quickly to service demands and changing circumstances that in response to the public health crisis.

The recommendation to extend the Emergency Declaration to April 6 is based on the following factors. First, the public health 
crisis remains fluid as new information continues to be transmitted to emergency managers through national, state and regional 
conference calls and briefings, declarations by Federal and State authorities and issues brought to the attention of the Arvada 
team by Arvada citizens. As noted in the Emergency Declaration, the public health crisis continues to present serious risks to 
the emergency response, health and medical systems of local jurisdictions that may require immediate response. 
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Second, the next scheduled Arvada City Council meeting is April 6, 2020. A quorum of the City Council is expected for the 
April 6 meeting which would allow the Council and the Arvada team to evaluate the need for the Emergency Declaration at 
that time and determine if an extension is needed.

The City Council and the community should note that the Arvada team is working to implement a system that will allow real 
time remote citizen participation beginning with the April 6 meeting. Implementation of remote citizen participation will allow 
the City Council to meet and conduct routine business such as the consent calendar in order to continue the Council's 
governance of City operations. As expressed by the City Council and supported by the Arvada team, quasi-judicial hearings 
and issues that are likely to generate significant public participation will be delayed until the public health crisis allows for 
larger numbers of citizens to attend public meetings. That date has not been determined.       
 

Public Contact
 

Posting of the City Council agenda. 
 

Commission Recommendation
 

N/A 
 

Strategic Alignment
 

Approval of this Resolution aligns with Safe Communities and Organizational and Service Effectiveness Priority Areas of the 
City Council Strategic Plan. 
 

Alternative Courses of Action
 

N/A. 
 

Recommendation for Action
 

The Arvada team recommends that the City Council approve R20-031, A Resolution Authorizing an Extension of the Effective 
Date of the City Manager's Declaration of Emergency Relating to the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) and the Associated 
Public Health Crisis. 
 

Suggested Motion:
 

I move that R20-031, A Resolution Authorizing an Extension of the Effective Date of the City Manager's 
Declaration of Emergency Relating to the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) and the Associated Public Health 
Crisis, be (approved) (rejected). 
  
 Prepared by:
 Rachel Morris, City Attorney
  
 Reviewed by:
 

  
Approved by:  
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Ben Irwin, Chief Communications Manager 3/18/2020
Nora Steenson, Deputy City Attorney 3/19/2020
Rachel Morris, City Attorney 3/19/2020
Lorie Gillis, Deputy City Manager 3/19/2020
Mark Deven, City Manager 3/19/2020
 

Enclosure, exhibits & attachments required to support the report



RESOLUTION   NO.   R20-031  
 

A   RESOLUTION   AUTHORIZING   AN   EXTENSION   OF   THE   EFFECTIVE   DATE   OF   THE  
CITY   MANAGER'S   DECLARATION   OF   EMERGENCY   RELATING   TO   THE   NOVEL  

CORONAVIRUS   (COVID-19)   AND   THE   ASSOCIATED   PUBLIC   HEALTH   CRISIS  
 
WHEREAS,  President  Trump  has  declared  a  National  State  of  Emergency  based  on  the  impact               
of   the   novel   coronavirus   (COVID-19)   becoming   a   pandemic   event;   and  
 
WHEREAS,  Governor  Polis  has  also  declared  a  State  of  Emergency  relating  to  the  novel               
coronavirus   (COVID-19)   in   the   State   of   Colorado;   and   
 
WHEREAS,  the  City  Manager  issued  a  Declaration  of  Emergency  on  March  13,  2020  relating  to                
the  novel  coronavirus  (COVID-19)  and  the  associated  public  health  crisis  (“the  Emergency             
Declaration”),   and   revised   the   Emergency   Declaration   on   March   16,   2020;   and  
 
WHEREAS,  pursuant  to  Arvada  City  Code  Section  26-36,  the  City  Manager’s  Emergency             
Declaration  expires  7  days  after  it  is  issued,  unless  the  City  Manager  requests  that  City  Council                 
extend   the   expiration   date;  
 
WHEREAS,  the  Emergency  Declaration  continues  to  be  in  effect  since  the  City  Manager  has               
requested  that  the  effective  date  of  the  Emergency  Declaration  be  extended,  and  a  quorum  of                
City  Council  could  not  be  assembled  to  vote  on  this  request  until  March  23,  2020  due  to  the                   
ongoing   public   health   crisis;   and  
 
WHEREAS,  the  novel  coronavirus  (COVID-19)  poses  a  serious  public  health  risk  to  our  City               
stemming  from  it  being  a  novel  respiratory  disease,  and  because  it  impacts  City  services,               
schools,   and   businesses;   and   
 
WHEREAS,  the  City  of  Arvada,  in  partnership  with  our  regional  partners  have  been,  and  will                
continue   to   be,   proactive   in   addressing   the   COVID-19   impacts;   and   
 
WHEREAS,  the  extent  and  level  of  impact  from  COVID-19  cannot  be  determined  at  present,               
and  the  City  Manager  needs  the  authority  and  funding  to  react  promptly  and  without  delay  at  this                  
critical   time;   and  
 
WHEREAS,  it  is  vital  that  the  City  Manager  is  authorized  to  expend  City  funds  for  additional                 
personnel,  supplies,  and  equipment  as  needed,  so  that  action  can  be  taken  without  delay  to                
protect   the   lives   and   the   safety   of   our   residents   and   visitors   to   our   City;   and  
 
WHEREAS,  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Arvada,  upon  the  advice  and  request  of  the  City                  
Manager  determines  it  is  necessary  to  extend  the  effective  date  of  the  City  Manager’s               
Declaration  of  Emergency  dated  March  13,  2020  through  April  6,  2020  to  address  the               
COVID-19   impacts   on   our   City   and   community.   
 



NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY  OF              
ARVADA,   COLORADO:  

Section  1.  The  Arvada  City  Council  hereby  extends  the  effective  date  of  the  Declaration  of                
Emergency   issued   by   the   City   Manager   on   March   13,   2020   through   April   6,   2020;  
 
Section   2.     This   resolution   shall   be   effective   upon   its   approval   by   the   City   Council.  

 
APPROVED   AND   ADOPTED   this   23rd   day   of   March,   2020.  

 

 

 

________________________________________  

Marc   Williams,   Mayor  

 

ATTEST:  

 

_________________________  

City   Clerk  

 

APPROVED   AS   TO   FORM:  
Rachel   A.   Morris,   City   Attorney  

 

 

By:    ______________________________________  
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